
THE GRAVE ON PIKE'S PEAK

One of the Humorous Fancies of the Signal--

Service Men There.
A few rods from the signal observers'

hut a lot of small stones had been piled
up to resemble a grave, and a wooden
headboard throws a shadow upon them
when the western sun is low. The aver-
age visitor, says the Chicago Record,
approaches it with a solemn air, and

- when he reads the inscription he turns
a glance of surprised inquiry upon
whoever may be btanding by. The in-

scription represents the grave to be
that of a kdy who was eaten by rats
on the summit of Tike's Peak one night
in 1870, which, of course, is something
that never happened. Along about
that time some newspaper fakir pub-
lished a yarn in the cast about the hor-
rible death of a woman who was spend-
ing the night on the top of this moun-
tain, and it was generally copied by
the press of the country. There was
no foundation for it, and it created a
;rcat deal of indignation here. When
the railroad was first opened the in-

fluence of the press was demonstrated
by the number of inquiries that were
made of the weather observers con-
cerning this unfortunate woman, and
the signal service officers, who have
very little to occupy them, displayed
their humor and spent their spare time
in fixing up this grave and painting
the inscription on the headstone.

It is a fact, however, that there
are lots of rats on the top of Pike's
Peak, and where they come from and
how they live nobody can explain.
The man in charge of the restaurant
told me they had to set traps every
night, and generally caught two or
three, but this did not seem to diminish
the number. Pown on the mountain
woodchucks, squirrels, chipmunks and

. other bur rcwirg game can be found
but the rats that haunt the signal sta-

tion are a inybtery.

DUELING IN THE ARMY.

Meetings on tho Held of Honor of Which
the Public Never Hears.

Good United States people roll their
eyes in holy horror when they read
about the free and easy manner in
which dueling is practiced abroad,
says the Washington Star. Just now
they are in a tremor of indignation
over the recent ukase of the emperor
of Russia, which was addressed to
his arin and navy ofiiucrs, and in-

formed tliem that they must recog-
nize the necessity of fighting duels
under certain circumstances. If these
pious people were aware of how much
real dueling occurs in the regular army
which protects the dignity of the
American ilag they would begin to
hold mass meetings.

While our uriny is not as large as
those of other countries, its young of-

ficers are as quick and ready to resent
an insult in the manner recognized by
the code as any continental wearer of
epaulettes in existence. And they do
it, too. Affairs like the Maney-IIed-bcr- g

tragedy are, of course, uncom-
mon, but any man well informed in the
personnel of the army and the life at
the various posts knows that there are
many occasions when differences arise
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between officers which aró not settled
until the approved number of paces
are measured oil and the two principals
in the difficulty take a shot or two at
each other. There is never any fatal
result, but there are many army offi-

cers in the service now who bear
scars of wounds that were never in-

flicted in regular battle. Hospital re-

ports of western army posts sometimes
make an old-tim- er smile when they
read how Lieut. This has a sprained
leg or Capt. That had hurt his arm by
a fall.

Characteristics of European Cities.
An observer, says a correspondent of

the Leeds Mercury, has just drawn up
a little table in which he arranges the
principal cities and towns of the world
according to a classification which has
at least the merit of novelty. Each
town is considered from the point of
view of the trades which are carried on
in it. According to these statistics in
Paris there reside the most tailors, up-

holsterers, bonnet makers, barbers, ad-
vocates and men of letters, men or
women. In London we find the most cab
and carriage proprietors, engineers,
printers, booksellers and though m:x;t
people would scarcely credit it cool: ;.

In Amsterdam we find the most are
dealers and money-lender- s; ISrusscls i

celebrated as the place where the larg-
est number of boys smoke; it is in
Naples that we find the moat strce'.
porters; we see the largest number of
beer-drinke- in lierlin; Forenee pos--I

sesses the most ilowcr-scller- and Lis-- 1

bon is celebrated as containing the
most bailiffs.

An Alleged Si Inicio.
At Radicena, in Calabria, a statue of

the virgin which had stood quietly for
one hundred yenrs in the village church,
suddenly began to move its eyes on the
0th of September last. The miracle
was seen by all the inhabitants, who
look the statue out that night and car-
ried it about in procession, when i.

i.trange halo in tho shape of tho ero:;
was seen around the moon. From Uk:

day the Church of the Madonna cf t!.t
Mountain has been crowded dny i.n
night, pilgrimages tj her are being ir
ganized. gifts are pouring in, and i.l
ready fifty thousand francs in ino::e;
have been recrived. Thu syndic of tin
town asserts that the miracle real I;,

happened, and ader e '.ation has starte...
for Home to lay tho facts before the

'

pope.

Odd Numrs for Ilirds.
There ure some od'l names for gam?

birds far down the Chesapeake. A
small shy snipe that flies with a twit-
tering noise is called the horscfoot
snipe, because of its fondness for the
horse-foo- t or horse-sho- e crab. It is
called also tho turnstone, from its
habit of overturning pebbles in search
of food. The telltale snipe bears that
name because it always sounds a note
of alarm at the sight of a gunner.
Chesapeake gunners believe that a sin-
gle telltale can clear a whole region of
game birds. The widgeon is locally
called the bald pate, and the willet is
so called because of its cry:

I

THE RULING PASSION.

She Was Doicrmlno.l to Inspect the Togs
of tJio Other Woman.

The ruling passion gets away with
woman every time, says the Uoston
ilobc. At a theater the other night a

lady appeared suddenly at the box of-

fice and asked the manager for an ad-

mission ticket.
"Don't you wish a seat?" the ticket

seller asked. "We have a few good
seats in the balcony."

' I haven't time to f;it down," said the
lady. "My husband is waiting for me
outside, and besides I have seen the
play already,"

The ticket seller didn't know what to
say to this.

"I only wanted to go in for a few min-
utes," the fair visitor continued. "I
saw a lady pass in a moment ago, and
she was so elegantly dressed that I
want a good look at her and see exactly
what she has on. That's all."

The manager, to whom this explana-
tion was made, escorted tho dress-fascinate- d

woman into the auditorium.and
she went around to a side aisle and
made a thorough observation of what
the dame "had on."

"Oh, it was perfectly lovely!" she ex-

plained as she joined her husband at
the door.

A Great 1'l.ico for Hunters.
Judging from late statistics, India

ntill remains a magnificent country for
sportsmen. In 1392 21,988 human be-an- d

C1.0G3 head of cattle were
killed by snakes and wild beasts, tho
chief human mortality 19,025 having
been due to snake bite. Tigers claimed
017 human victims, leopards 200, wolves
1".., bcr.ro I I."), and. elephants 72. On
tho other hand, whereas only 4,498 cat-
tle were killed by snake bite, no fewer
than 20,909 were devoured by tigers,
30,013 by leopards, and 0.758 by wolves.

About tho Dollar Mark.
There are several theories to ac-

count for the origin of our dol-

lar mark (o). First Some say it
is a combination or monogram
composed of the btters U cand S,

tho initials of tho United States. Sec-

ond It may have been derived from
i I. !'.,'' the mark of the Roman money

unit. Third It is probably a combina-
tion of P. and ü., from Pecoduro, a
i.'pani .h term signifying "hard dollar."
A fourth íeason assigned is that it is a
"piece of eight," and designated by the
symbol 8.

Kcllnrtcd Light.
Some months ago an English manu-

facturer made a number of experiments
t; determine the best method of il-

luminating his cloth mills. Gas jets,
incandescent lamps and arc lights
were ull ried and found wanting, as
they either failed to give light enough,
(Tave too much light, or cast heavy
shadows. The walls of a room were
pain'ed white, and under each of a
number cf r.re lights was suspended a
reflector, which threw all the light up
to the white ceiling, from which it
was reflected to the room below. This
system was successful from the outset
and has attracted considerable atten-V- ,
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